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DIB SABBATI, 9 FEBRUARNI, 1782. 


IT IS ORDERED by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled, that the Thanks of this 
Houſe ſhall be and are hereby given to the Lord Biſhop 
of Waterford ; for his excellent Sermon preached before 
this Houſe, at Chriſt Church, the 8th Inſt. and his Lordſhip 
is deſired to Print and Publiſh the ſame, and that no Per- 
ſon do preſume to Print the ſaid Sermon, but ſuch as his 


Lordſhip ſhall appoint. 


W. WarTrTs Gave, Cler. 
Parliament. 
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SERMON, &c. 


ZECHARIAH vii. 5. 


SPEAK UNTO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, AND 
TO THE PRIESTS, SAYING, WHEN YE FASTED AND 
MOURNED IN THE FIFTH AND SEVENTH MONTH, EVEN 
THOSE SEVENTY YEARS, DID YE AT ALL FAST UNTO 
ME, EVEN UNTO ME? 


HE faſts, to which the prophet refers, were 
obſerved by the Jews during their captivity 

in Babylon; throughout which period they ſta- 
tedly commemorated the ſubverſion of their polity, 
and their being © ſcattered, as with a whirlwind, 
atnong the nations whom they knew not.” We 
can ſcarcely conceive a people placed in more 
awful circumſtances. The favoured nation of 
heaven, among whom God had manifeſted his 
: B glory 


— 


* ; 
Zech. vii. 14. 


TH 

glory by a long ſeries of wonderful interpoſitions, 
this diſtinguiſhed nation was viſited with the 
moſt fearful judgements; their city and temple 
were burnt; and thoſe, whom the ſword did not 
de vour, were carried away captives into the land 
of their fierce and ſcornful enemies. And yet fo 
deeply may depravity be rooted in human nature, 
that when calamities had ſubdued their rebellious 
heart, and, at length, in the dark ſeaſon of afflic- 
tion, they ſought the God of their fathers, their 
ſolemm acts of humiliation were not performed in 
an acceptable manner. They fafted indeed: but 
how does God expoſtulate by his prophet, not only 
with the people, but even with the miniſters of 
his ſacred ordinances ? “Did ye at all faſt unto 
me, even unto me ?” 


However we may reſemble the Fews of that 
age in irreligion, and, it's natural attendant, im- 
morality; however both our people, and we, 
their authoriſed inſtructors, whoſe peculiar duty 
it is to enforce the beſt leſſons by the beſt ex- 
ample, may need the moſt awakening admoni- 
tions; bleſſed be God that there does not fubſiſt 
a ſtrict parallel between their circumſtances and 
our own. The fate of theſe nations is depending, 
and not decided: God may ſtill be entreated for 

| us; 
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us; if his judgemefits produee in us their natural 
effect, and teach us righteouſneſs. 


But all muſt acknowledge that a more alarming 
period of danger than the preſent is not recorded 
in the hiſtory of theſe nations. An empire ex- 
tenſive and flouriſhing almoſt beyond example, 
too much our own pride, and too much the 
object of envy to every hoſtile or rival power, this 
empire, which lately appeared ſo mighty and ſo 
firmly united, is torn aſunder, and armed againſt 
itſelf. It is a peculiarly painful and horrid idea, 
that men, naturally connected by the ſtrongeſt 
ties, of the ſame reformed religion, of the ſame 
language and blood, are cutting the ſinews of 
their common ſtrength, and are ultimately making 
themſelves an eaſy prey to the common enemy. 
In the courſe of this moſt burthenſome, dan- 
gerous, and unnatural conteſt, our © moſt for- 
midable rivals have ſacrificed juſtice to jealouſy 
and revenge in ſupporting revolters from their 
lawful ſovereign : our ancient friends and con- 
federates have compelled us to take arms againſt 
them: the immediate object of the war has 
proved unattainable by the moſt . vigorous and 
perſevering exertions of the national ſtrength: 
two veteran armies have been at firſt victorious, 
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without any good effect of victory but the praiſe 
of valour; and, at length, have indignantly ſur- 
rendered their arms to ſuperior numbers, with 
every bad conſequence of defeat but the ignominy 
which attends it: the dominion which we have 
long maintained over our proper element is almoſt 
wreſted from us by a powerful combination of 
adverſaries, the celerity and force of whoſe ar- 
maments 1s unexampled in their annals, and 
perhaps in our own : and one naval defeat might 
ſpread wide ruin among our preſent moſt valuable 
territories ; nay, might bring the war to our own 
_ dwellings, and ſubject theſe countries to all it's 

horrors. What a contraſt is this to the rapidity, 
extent, and ſplendour, of our late conqueſts ! But 
God's adorable juſtice and unſearchable wiſdom 
may puniſh a ſinful people by proſperity itſelf : 
by the national vices, the national ſecurity, and 
the national pride, which accompany an abundant 
and continued flow of ſucceſs. He who is 
Higher than the Higheſt ſeems to have thus 
_ addreſſed us in the language of his own ſcrip- 
tures : © Thou * that art given to pleaſures, that 
dwelleſt careleſsly, and ſayeſt in thine heart, I 


am, and none elſe beſides me; © tho' thou exalt 
thyſelf 
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thyſelf as the eagle, though thou ſet thy neſt 
among the ſtars, yet thence will I bring thee 
down.” : 


It is true that, in the midſt of our gloom, there 
are ſome conſiderations which inſpire hope: but 
even theſe are of a melancholy kind. The morals 
of our ancient and natural enemies are at leaſt 
equally corrupt with our own : their national 
character is further removed from a manly ſim- 
plicity and ſincerity: their atheiſm is a ſtill more 
infatuated and debaſing ſpecies of falſe philoſophy 
than our deiſm: and the war, in which they are 
now engaged, is as unprovoked and unjuſt as 
any which diſgraces the hiſtory of the moſt per- 
fidious nations. And, however men may differ 
in their political ſentiments on many points, the 
continuance of the war on the part of the Colo- 
niſts after ſuch liberal propoſitions of ' reunion, 
and their violation of public -faith in the firſt 
inſtance of pledging it, muſt be condemned by all 
in a religious and moral view. It is not therefore 
a mockery of God, but an act of true reverence 
and humility, when we ſolemnly refer our cauſe 
to the Sovereign Diſpoſer-of all events, and be- 
ſeech him to reſtore and perpetuate peace: and it 


muſt animate our devotions, when we reflect that 
| theſe 
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theſe countries are not reſponſible for the blood 
which is now ſhedding. 


But ſo dark a cloud hangs over us, that we 
ſhould aſk ourſelves, with uncommon ſeriouſneſs, 
what ought to be our fentiments and conduct on 
a day of national humiliation. Do we believe 
that the providence of God ſuperintends human 
affairs? Our aſſembling here on the preſent occa- 
ſion is a public acknowledgement of this great 
truth. Do we believe the ſcriptures? The more 
accurately we examine them, the more clearly 
ſhall we diſcern the marks of truth impreſſed on 
them. Now if God governs the world, the fate of 
nations 1s in his diſpoſal : and the ſcriptures, which 
are copious on the nobleſt and moſt inſtructive of 
all topics, the hiſtory of the divine Providence 
and the ſprings of the divine conduct, expreſsly 
aſſure us that righteous ſtates are the objects of 
Gad's favour, and that unrighteous ones derive 
on them his vengeance. 

In ſo dangerous a criſis then as the preſent ; 
and with ſuch diſtinct knowledge of God's pro- 
vidence, and of our own duty, as the ſoriptures 
afford us; ſhall we content ourſelves with a 
formal obſervance of this day; with interrupt- 
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ing, for a few hours, our ſecular pleaſures and 
purſuits? or ſhall it be our earneſt endeavour fo 
to improve the pious appointment of it, that it 
may produce ſolid and laſting effects on our 
mind and conduct? Shall we faſt unto men, 
who can judge only by external appearances; 
or unto the Lord, who ſearcheth the heart? 


It is a natural preſumption, that the diſpoſiti- 
on of all here aſſembled leads them to obſerve 
this faſt in a truly religious manner: and, that I 
may aſſiſt you and myſelf on this moſt ſolemn: 
occaſion, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how we may 
make this day a real benefit to ourſelves, and to: 
the community of which we are members ; how 
we may ſo humble ourſelves before God, as to 
appeaſe that wrath which is viſibly gone forth 
againſt us. 


By reſorting to this place, and jointly offering 
up our fervent prayers and interceſſions to 
God, we perform one eſſential part of our duty. 
Chriſtianity is a ſocial religion; and requires a 
public acknowledgement, not only of ſpiritual and 
perſonal bleſſings or wants, but of national proſpe- 
rity or calamity. It alſo enjoins a conſcientious 
ſubmiſſion to lawful authority: and whoever 

among 


BE 
among us deſpiſes the injunction to humble himſelf 


this day, and reverently to join his voice with that 
of his reſpective congregation, ſubjects his conduct 
to the cenſure of St. Paul, *He that deſpiſeth, 
deſpiſeth not man but God.“ 


We ſhould alſo make a due diſtinction be- 
tween this and other days, by ſuch a prudent 
degree of abſtinence as will beſt diſpoſe us to de- 
votion and ſelfexamination. This is likewiſe a 
duty piouſly enjoined by our ſuperiors; and 
therefore both religion and common decency re- 
quire our performance of it. There are indeed 
wiſe reaſons, abſtracted from the conſideration of 
divine and human authority, why we ſhould 
ſometimes obſerve days of abſtinence. It is fit 
that we ſhould be occaſionally exerciſed in go- 
verning our appetites, that we may acquire the 
habit of ſubjecting them to diſcipline and re- 
ſtraint; and that we ſhould ſometimes refrain 
from what is lawful when conſidered in itſelf, 
that we may enable ourſelves to ſubdue our in- 
clinations towards what is abſolutely unlawful, 
or becomes ſo from our exceſſive uſe of it. The 
preſent occaſion will naturally ſuggeſt to our re- 

flections, 
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flections, that the abſtinence which becomes 
this day ſhould teach us habitual temperance, 
and, above all, habitual abſtinence from ſin. 


But-theſe duties of public prayer, and of ab- 
ſtinence ſuitable to the occaſion, are by no means 
ſufficient of themſelves. To prayer in the church 
we muſt add the devotion of the cloſet. Pre- 
ſcribed forms of public prayer, though highly 
uſeful, are too general to anſwer every religious 
purpoſe. Each man's particular fins muſt be 
confeſſed and deplored in private. Every indivi- 
dual among us ſhould adjuſt his ſeparate account 
with God, with his neighbour, and with his own 
heart. We muſt each pray againſt thoſe infirmi- 
ties to which we are moſt prone; againſt thoſe 
temptations by which we are moſt eaſily ſubdued. 
And it will become us to offer up our private as 
well as public interceſſions to the Great Arbiter 
of nations, that he would avert thoſe heavy 
judgements which threaten theſe countries; and 
ſo bend the hearts of our enemies, or grant us 
ſuch ſucceſs over them, that the commotions, 
which now ravage the world, may end in the 
propagation of his true religion, the advancement 
of civil liberty, the proſperity and ſtability of the 
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empire, and the unſpeakable bleſſings of general 
and laſting concord and amity. 


The particular virtue of beneficence to the 
poor is ſtrongly recommended in the ſcriptures as 
proper to accompany faſting. Let us once more 
attend to the weighty and inſtructive language of 
Iſaiah on this ſubjet : © Is not this a choſen faſt, 
and an acceptable day unto the Lord; that thou 
deal thy bread to the hungry, when thou ſeeſt the 
naked that thou cover him, and that thou hide not 
thyſelf from thine own fleſh ?” that is, that thou be 
not careleſs, or evaſive, about relieving thoſe 
to whom God has imparted the ſame nature 
with thyſelf, and who experience the ſame feel- 
ings of pain and ſickneſs, of hunger and naked- 
neſs. Faſting may be called voluntary poverty: 
but thoſe among us, whoſe ſubſtance God has in 
any degree proſpered, ſhould recollect that the 
meaneſt refreſhment, partaken of by them on a 
day of humiliation, exceeds the beſt which the 
poor partake of on their day of feaſting. Let us 
therefore, when we thus willingly afflict our- 
ſelves for a day, learn to compaſſionate thoſe who 

neceſſarily 


c. lviii. 6, 7: the leſſon for the day. 
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neceſſarily undergo a much greater degree of ſuch 
affliction every day: and let us conſider how ac- 
ceptable a benefit would be conferred on the 
poor, or on the priſoner, if what would have con- 
ſtituted the ordinary repaſt of our families, unleſs 
this day had been ſet apart for a religious purpoſe, 
were either in ſubſtance or in value allotted to 


their uſe. 


We of this country have great reaſon for reli- 
gious thankfulneſs, that, amidſt the havoc and 
devaſtation ſpread abroad in the world, we have 
hitherto enjoyed ſo much national happineſs, and 
ſo much ability to relieve others. The ſword 
of war has deſtroyed it's thouſands, and it's ten 
thouſands; but it has not approached us. The 
deſtroying angel has been ſent forth againſt others 
in tempeſts and earthquakes; ſpreading horror, 
deſolation, and death : while the voice of joy 
was heard in your dwellings, interrupted only 
by the humane ſenſations which ſuch calamities 
excited, and by © your labour of love” in admi- 
niſtering to them ſuch large relief. 


But to proceed. That we may obſerve this faſt 


in a truly religious manner, ſtill more remains to be 
C 2 done ; 
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done; with reſpect to which prayer, and faſting, 
and all poſitive obſervances, are ſubordinate and 
inſtrumental duties; and of which beneficence to 
the poor is only a part, though indeed a leading 
and eſſential part. We muſt reform our lives in 
every reſpect; we muſt be zealous of every good 
work; and muſt add to brotherly kindneſs every 
branch of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godlineſs. 


That Chriſtianity has ſoftened and humaniſed 
the hearts of it's profeſſors, is a fact too evident to 
be denied by it's moſt ſhameleſs adverſaries. 
Witneſs the abolition and abhorrence of many 
cruel cuſtoms, which formerly diſgraced the moſt 
polite nations ; the number of charitable inſtitu- 
tions among Chriſtians; and even their compa- 
ratively mild method of waging war. But, it 
being more- eaſy to relieve our fellowcreatures 
than to govern ourſelves, there are other duties 
on the performance of which the precepts and 
motives of Chriſtianity have not had a propor- 
tionable degree of influence. Is not the world 
deluged with blood by the reſtleſs ambition of 
Chriſtian princes, and the inſatiable avarice of 
Chriſtian communities? In the conſpicuous ſta- 
tions of life, how rarely do we find a practical 
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or even a ſpeculative belief of Chriſtianity, a 
veneration for the ſcriptures, a becoming attend- 
ance on public worſhip, ſtated returns of family 
devotion, a juſt diſcrimination of worthy charac- 
ters, a ſteady diſcouragement of vice, and an 
eminent example of public and private virtues ? 
And how rarely do we not find a religious ſcep- 
ticiſm productive of a relaxed morality ; an ex- 
ceſſive love of the world, a conformity to it's 
reigning follies and vicious habits, pride, luxury, 
and what is falſely called the art of living? as 
if the true art of life did not conſiſt in the practice 
of duty. Can we look round us without ob- 
ſerving the prevalence of ſelfindulgence and ſen- 
ſuality; the ſubſtitution of external accompliſh- 
ments and oſtentatious expence in the place of 
real worth and ſolid acquirements; and the fre- 
quency of that light and diſſipated character, 
which ſacrifices all that is valuable in life, real 
uſefulneſs and a ſenſe of duty, to an unbounded 
love of frivolous pleaſures and amuſements? Are 
there not many nominal Chriſtians, who are more 
apt to palliate than to condemn vices which the 
Apoſtle ſays ſhould not be even * named among 

the 
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the profeſſors of ſo pure a religion? Are there 
not many, who debaſe the dignity of human 


nature by an ungrateful abuſe of the divine 
bounty; who habitually violate St. Paul's precept 
of obtaining © an * incorruptible crown by tem- 
perance in all things;” and who are juſtly de- 


ſeribed by another Apoſtle, © as * thinking it 


ſtrange that others run not to the ſame exceſs of 
riot with themſelves, and as ſpeaking evil” of that 
virtne which they ought to revere and imitate ? 


Nor has Chriſtianity duly reſtrained the malig- 
nant paſſions of anger, malice, and revenge. 
Are not the pernicious effects of envy, contention, 
and hatred, every day ſeen in our intercourſe 
with the world? is not the tongue of ſlander 
every day heard, blaſting the reputation of men, 
and diſturbing the peace of individuals and fami- 
Les? and have we not conſtant proof that no 
ſtation, no character, can exempt men from 


Public defamation; which is every day becoming 


more indiſcriminate, more groſs, and more en- 
venomed ; and which tramples under foot good 
order and law, as well as morality and religion? 


Nor 
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Nor are Chriſtians properly diſtinguiſhed for a 
ſacred regard to veracity, and for juſt and righte- 
ous dealing in their mutual contracts. Is not 
perjury, that moſt daring and deſtructive ſpecies 
of falſehood, advanced among us to a moſt alarm- 
ing height? Is not injuſtice among the many evils 
which neceſſarily attend a prevailing neglect of 
ceconomy ? and is it poſſible, amidſt ſo general a 
profuſion of idle and vicious expence, to obſerve 
the Apoſtle's precepts, '* © Render to all their 
dues,” and, © Owe to no man any thing, but to 
love one another?” Are not the ſubordinate claſſes. 
of ſociety, inſtead of being ſatisfied with mode- 
rate gain, ever intent on defrauding the ignorant, 
without meaſure and without remorſe ? And do- 
we not too often- experience, that the reſtraints 
of conſcience are as little regarded, when oppor- 
tunities offer of circumventing others, among 
thoſe whoſe ſuperior education, and knowledge - 
of duty, ſhould teach them that illgotten wealth 
preys, like a canker, on the temporal and eternal 
peace of it's poſſeſſor? 


In theſe and the like reſpects every Chriſtian 


ſhould examine his heart at ſuch ſeaſons of ſe- 
riouſneſs 


,. 
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Tiouſneſs as the preſent: and if his conſcience 
ſhould admoniſh him that he neglects his primary 
duties to the Great Author of his being, that he 
gratifies his paſſions unlawfully, that he waſtes 
life unprofitably, that he indulges a ſpirit of 
pride hatred or reviling, or any way injures or 
defrauds his neighbour ; let him be perſuaded 
that; till he forſakes his vices, no prayers, no 
faſting, no almſgiving will avail him. God's 
infallible word has paſſed ſentence on him; and 
has likewiſe aſſured him that repentance alone 
can reverſe his condemnation, 


Thus far I have conſidered what ſhould be our 
conduct on this day in our ſeparate capacity as 
individuals: I ſhall now employ a very few 
words in ſhewing how we ought to be affected a as 
members of one great community. 


In this view we ſhould reflect that, in order to 
reform the whole, particular perſons muſt reform 
themſelves; and that by religious and virtuous 
behaviour, by ſimplicity of life and manners, by 
induſtry, &Cconomy, ſobriety, and the like amiable 
and uſeful virtues, we not _ add one ſound 

member 
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member to the Chriſtian church, but one _ 
citizen to our country. 


Another duty, incumbent on us as members. of 
civil ſociety, is a firm union in theſe parts of the 
empire. The more threatening our views are 
from abroad, the more neceſſary it becomes to 
avoid diſtractions and animoſities at home. When 
the ſhip is endangered by a ſtorm, ſhall the mariners 
ſeparate into adverſe parties, inſtead of employing 
their joint efforts for the common ſafety? When 
the flames are ſpreading themſelves to their habi- 
tations, ſhall fellowcitizens indulge mutual diſ- 
cord, inſtead of uniting to extinguiſh them ? Such 
would be our infatuation and madneſs, if we 
aſſiſted our enemies, who are already too power- 
ful, in weakening and ſubduing ourſelves by in- 
teſtine diviſions. The with and aim of all is the 
ſecurity of our religion, liberties, and commerce, 
by the reſtoration and continuance of general 
tranquillity. And how are theſe ends to be pro- 
moted, but by a vigorous exertion of ourſelves as 
one man againſt our common enemies; and by a 
juſt deference to thoſe in authority, as having 
more accurate and comprehenſive views, and 


clearer ſources of information, than can be ob- 
D tained 
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tained by others, who often ſubſtitute rumour 
and conjecture for truth and fact ? 


Another duty in our ſocial capacity is unſhaken 
loyalty to our Sovereign. All muſt ha ve obſerved 
the loyal ſpirit which Chriſtianity breathes. And 
it is incumbent on us to diſcharge this duty with 
chearfulneſs; as the laws of theſe countries have 
been the invariable rule of the King's govern- 
ment; as the proſperity of this kingdom is ſo 
manifeſtly his aim; and as he exhibits ſo illuſ- 
trious an example of piety towards God, and of 
I and domeſtic virtues. 


If we thus obſerve this "7 as individuals, by 
adding to public prayer and diſcreet abſtinence 
the devotion- of the cloſet, beneficence to the 
poor, felfexamination, and amendment ; and if 
we obſerve it, as members of ſociety, by conſider- 
ing perſonal virtues as public benefits, by union 
among ourſelves, and by /inviolable attachment 
to our King; we ſhall perform our duty as true 
Chriſtians and true patriots, and we ſhalt con- 
tribute our part towards appeaſing God's anger, 
and becoming fit objects of his mercy. 


He 
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He is enthroned above all, maintains har- 
mony -in the laws of the material ſyſtem, and 
rules in profound peace an inconceivable number 
of worlds which roll beneath him. May he at 
length reſtore peace to this deſolated earth. He 
is perfe goodneſs; he is the author of all being; 
and his fatherly mercies embrace the whole crea- 
tion. But in this world man is the object of his 
preference, and the image of his Sovereignty. 
As God has enlightened him with a ray of his 
intelligence, and-impreſſed on his heart kind af- 
fections, may he act as becomes a rational and 
benevolent being. May man ceaſe to dread the 
aſpet of man: and may weapons of deſtruction 
no longer arm his hand againſt his own ſpecies. 
May nature, bending under the ſcourge of war, 
reſume new fertility and vigour. May mankind, 
weakened, exhauſted, mowed down in the flower, 
flouriſh and multiply under the ſhelter of peace. 
May the religion taught by © the Prince of 
peace” be every where profeſſed and practiſed: 
and when © the wolf has dwelt with the lamb,” 
when the fierceneſs of the ſavage has been ſoft- 

| ened 


© See the addreſs to the Deity in Buffon's nat. hiſt. 
tome ix. p. xviii. 12%, Paris MDCCLXIX. 
1 If, ix. 6, '2 Ib. xi, 6. 
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ened into Chriſtian gentleneſs, when © nation 
ſhall not lift up the ſword againſt nation nor learn 
war any more,” may all be reaſſembled in another 
ſtate of peace and love unlimited in degree and 
duration. 


lb. ii. 4. 


FINIS. 
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